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Teachers’ Insurance and Retirement Fund Bill 


Advantages and Chief Points 


1. As an insurance investment it 
is better than ordinary life insurance 
since its benefits are annual, for life, 
insted of a single endowment. 

2. Requires twenty-five years of 
servis, fifteen at least in Illinois. 

3. Provides for illness or other loss 
of time. Sections 548, 549, 551, 554. 

4. Allows teachers to withdraw 
three-fourths of money paid in if they 
leave the profession before completing 
twenty-five years of servis. 

5. If a teacher dies before com. 
pleting twenty-five years of servis, he) 
estate receives three-fourths of money 
paid. 

6. A teacher may retire after fif- 

teen years of servis, but in such case 
she must have paid her fullassessment, 
and may receive smaller annuity,— 
$16.00 for each year of servis. 
7. Provides that the fund shall be 
in the custody of the State Treasurer, 
and subject to the same requirements 
as other state funds. 

8. Requires the state to make an 
unnual appropriation to the fund. 

9. Benefits all teachers in the state. 

10. Makes full detaild provisions. 


Urgent Points for Teachers to Con- 
sider in Working for Legislation 

1. Teachers thruout the state 
should agree upon one bill. 

2. AH teachers should join the 
State Federation for the following 
reasons,— 

(a) For professional progress. 

(b) To aid in securing a 
thoughtful hearing upon the part 
of legislators. We found last year 
that unorganized, individual §re- 
quests were not heeded. 

(c) ‘Thru membership fees we 
should create a fund, part of 
which we hope may be used to aid 
in working expense in securing leg- 
islation upon this and other educa- 
tional questions. 

3. That we should interest all Iili- 
nois teachers. 

4. That we should interest all Illi- 
nois legislators. 

5. That we do not ask too much 
tax-levy. 

6. That we originatethe fund with- 
in our teaching corps. 

7. That we accept cheerfully what 
is granted as a beginning, then work 
for desirable amendments. 


Ass't Superintendents of Boy’s State Fair School 


One county superintendent is select- 
ed from each congressional district in 
the state to assist in securing the del- 
egates to the Boys’ State Fair School, 
to assist in the organization of the 
s-hool and to act as counselor and ad- 
visor of the boys from his district. The 
commission has decided that as the 
boys are limited ‘to one year's attend- 
ance upon the school in order to ex- 
tend the privileges as widely as pos- 
sible, so the assistant superintendents 
should serv for one year only. 

The following county superintend- 


ents have been appointed assistant su- 
perintendents for the year 1913: 

W. H. Nevens, Joliet: W. R. Fos- 
ter, Ottawa; J .E. Cross, Oregon; Benj. 
E. Decker, Macomb; John H. Steiner, 
Quincy; Ben L. Smith, Pekin; Roy L. 
Moore, Eureka; J. W, Castelo, Toledo; 
Chas. McIntosh, Monticello; Robert C. 
Moore, Carlinville; Robert Pence, 
Nashville; R. R. Kimmell, Lawrence- 
ville; G. O. Lewis, Louisville; J. Frank 
Hickman, Salem; G. B. McClelland, 
Carrolton.—The Practical School Jour- 
nal. 
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A Timely Suggestion from a 
/ Moline Teacher 


Miss Anna Wright of Moline, in a 
letter to the offis of the secretary, re- 
quested the names of the members of 
the executiv committees of the differ- 
ent divisions of the State Association. 
Her object as stated in the letter was 
to secure the presentation of a ten- 
tativ pension bill before each division 
of the state. This move we believe is 
to be highly commended and is in 
thoro accord with the plans that we 
have frequently suggested. That is, 
that every piece of proposed legisla- 
tion should be put before the teachers 
in every division in such a plain man- 
ner that all who run may read. This 
is the only way in which we can hope 
to do things that are worth while. We 
believe the pension bill is both desir- 
able and workable and will be gen- 
erally well receivd, but there is no 
dout that if the merits of the bill are 
receivd without any particular objec- 
tion there will be nevertheless more 
objections made and many amend- 
ments offerd for the same. Let us 
adopt Miss Wright’s suggestion in all 
things. Even tho some _ proposed 
mesures are deemd unadvisable or ill- 
timed, yet the best way to expose their 
undesirability is by giving them the 
proper amount of publicity before the 
session of the teachers of the state. 
Every program in the state should 
provide some time for the discussion 
of various things that promis to be- 
core matters of legislation in the near 
future. We believe it wqduld not be at 
all unsafe or unwise to |place on the 
prograin some one to sppak for voca- 
tional education, minimu wage laws, 
teachers’ pensions and the need of a 
still greater increase in pur state dis- 
t ibutable fund in the coming division 
meetings. 





A Teacher 


To tell enough to stimulate the ap- 
petite for larger knowledge and then 
to stop. To answer so far as the mist 
envelops the theme and then allow 
the sunbeams of-suggestion to dissi- 
pate the cloud and lead the questioner 
f-om the for. To expound only occas- 
ionally and then in such language that 
thee can be but one interpretation to 
the thought, and never be wearisome. 
To correct faults in her pupils by her 
own behaviour first. To value time 








in such a way that she can never af- 
ford to do anything not worth doing 
and, to do anything worth while poor- 
ly. To feel the greatness of the task 
but not its weight. To have a vision 
that widens with the advancing years 
and brightens in geometrical progres- 
sion. To possess ideals, but realizable 
ones that can he casht at the bank of 
satisfaction on or before an earthly 
millenium. To live luxuriously if not 
lavishly on a modest income in her 
own day and to live hereafter in the 
lives made rich and joyous thru her 
ministration and example. It is this 
to be a teacher. 





Domestic Science Plans in 


Kansas 


State Superintendent W. D. Ross of 
Kansas, the State textbook commis- 
sion, the state board of education, and 
the Kansas Agricultural College are at 
work on a complete home economics 
course for the common schools of the 
state. The domestic science depart- 
ment of the agricultural college, un- 
der the direction of Miss Adah Lewis 
of the home economics extension 
work, is compiling a textbook and 
course of study for the domestic sci- 
ence work. The course is being ar- 
ranged particularly for the country 
schools where the girls have little op- 
portunity for the practical demonstra- 
tion of domestic science and where the 
scientific preparation of foods and the 
care of a home is taken into account 
less than in cities. 

Miss Lewis has mapt out a com- 
plete set of the equipment necessary 
for a country school home economics 
course. It costs less than $10 for 
each school and is sufficient to do all 
the necessary work of a thoro do- 
mestic science course covering two 
school terms. The state’s attorneys 
have ruled that the purchase of this 
equipment and the purchase of raw 
foods and supplies for keeping the 
work going is as necessary a part of 
the school equipment as the purchase 
of coal for heating and of books for 
the library. 

Under the Kansas law, after 1916, 
every school teacher in the state must 
have had at least a complete high 
school course before a certificate can 
be granted, and one year’s work in do- 
mestic science is also required of all 
school teachers.—Journal of Educa- 
tion. 
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The State Must Provide and 4 
Protect Its Teachers 


The thoughtful observer cannot 
help being imprest by the ever widen- 
ing sphere of support in matters of 
public education. The free high school 
act says to him who runs that the ac- 
cident of geography in the birth of a 
child shall not foredoom him in his 
chances for schooling. The state has 
stept, fortunately for the child, into 
the place formerly held by the indiv- 
idual. The ever increasing distribut- 
able fund will be witness to the same 
process. The child has been, for a 
certain period of years, taken in hand 
by the state in order to insure the per- 
petuation of the state. In time the 
doing away with the present small 
district and substituting therefor eith- 
er the township, county, or a larger 
coherent industrial community; will 
mark the same onward and upward 
development. 

But while we have very properly 
been giving our first care to the child, 
we must bear in mind that our work 
is not complete until we have also 
guaranteed a wider and modre perman- 
ent protection to those who train the 
child, the teachers. Chicago has its 
pension system and in that we all re- 
joice. But why limit it to Chicago. 
How about that faithful woman, and 
hundreds of others like her, who has 
given twenty or twenty-five of the best 
years of her life to the children and— 
the state. There is one remedy and 
the state has that in its hands—the 
pension for these faithful public ser- 
vants. 


Level Up—Not Down 


The sluggard and the sensualist in- 
sist on levelling down. The priest and 
prophet would level up.. The far- 
sighted statesmen of today preach the 
gospel of levelling up and denounce 
the anarchist who would level down. 
The advocates of minimum wage for 
teachers would level up, not only in 
salaries but also in efficiency. The 
more enlightend communities, as a 
rule, pay the best wages to its public 
school .teachers. Such communities 
thru the operation of cause and effect 
continue the rise in the scale of civ- 
ilization. But being part and parcel 
of a larger municipality or state they 
see the danger of reaction or decad- 





ence thru contact and interchange 
with these other parts. Hencé comes 
a demand for minimum wage scales 
for those who assume the burden of 
maintaining and advancing the high 
state of civilization—the teachers. 
These advanced communities would 
protect themselvs from any possible 
“slump” in intellectual and moral 
standards by educating not only them- 
selvs but also their neighbors. So the 
state wide demand for minimum wage 
and maximum efficiency in its teach- 
ing classes is but the consistent ex- 
pression of high standards of right liv- 
ing. 


Now Look Out For ‘The Peda- 
gogical Demagog 


Vocational training is in the air. It 
is fairly up the hill of public approval 
and very near the crest. Now let us 
be on our guard against the favor 
seeking and notoriety hunting spell- 
binder who always has his appearance 
well-timed. You didn’t see or hear 
him in the days of pioneer servis for 
a rather unpopular cause but he’ll ap- 
pear now in all his unwelcome activ- 
ity. He is dangerous because he is 
neither seeking nor pressing the truth, 
only himself. He will pose as the or- 
iginal explorer of all industrial waste 
and human inefficiency and he will 
propose as the cure-all for individual 
and society, vocational tzaining. He 
will overlook, if not openly denounce, 
that great and rich and ever neces- 
sary store house of knowledge that has 
gone under the role of cultural. He 
will advocate all education as simply 
learning how to feed, fatten and cover 
a helthy biped, which is a very nec- 
essary and a long neglected side of 
education, but by no means the sum 
of education. We are_ successfully 
striving to round out and proportion- 
ate our curriculums and _ training 
methods thru greater attention to the 
vocations, but let us avoid the serious 
mistake that marks so many needed 
changes or reforms in the history of 
institutions, and that is of allowing 
past oversights to monopolize the en- 
tire field. There is this danger. And 
those who have been the farsighted, 
sincere and courageous friends of the 
movement will be most solicitous in 
this regard. The movement is becom- 
ing popular, now look out for the ped- 
agogical demagog. 
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Principel Campbell Makes Splendid 
Address at N. E. A. 


We have heard from many sides 
concerning the address given by Prin- 
cipal W. H. Campbell of Chicago at 
the Salt Lake City meeting of the N. E. 
A. One in attendance characterized the 
talk by Mr. Campbell as one of the 
gems of the meeting. We faild to be 
present but we can redily assent to the 
accuracy and justis of the report in 
the light of our personal acquaintance 
with Mr. Campbell's ability to talk at 
all times to the point. 


Messrr. Rard e end Haworth Busy 


Supt. Randle of Danville, one of the 
members of the Board of Directors of 
the State Teachers’ Association, writes 
optimistically concerning the Charles- 
ton meeting of the Eastern Division, 
October 17th-18th. He says in a let- 
ter to this offis—‘*'Mr. Haworth and I 
are working together to take three 
hundred to four hundred Vermilion 
County teachers to Charleston for 
October 17th and 18th. Heretofore 
Vermilion County has enrold less than 
fifty.” 

These are the kind of messages that 
instil hope and courage. We like the 
ring of it and the phraseology as well. 
“Working together” is the keynote and 
it will spell success every time. Should 
every county do likewise there weuld 
be no cause for cgncern as to the fu- 
ture welfare of education in Illinois. 














Peoria Schools Under Efficient 
Supervision 

The people of Peoria are certainly 
to be congratulated on the possession 
of a city superintendent of schools 
who has business sense in addition to 
those other professional qualities that 
we naturally assume to be in his gen- 
eral make-up. Under the guidance of 
Supt. G. T. Smith the high school at- 
tendance has doubled in the last five 
years. Nat only is this the case in the 
matter of attendance but the bilding 
capacity and equipment has had a pro- 
portionate growth. ©n September 
"Tth the people held a bond issue elec- 
tien in which they exprest themselvs 
in favor of bonding for three hundred 
thousand dollars by a vote of 1641 for, 
and 263 against. The above amount 
together with one hundred fifty thous- 
and dollars now on hand is to be used 
in the construction of another high 
school bilding and an additional grade 
bilding. This is the second high 
school bilding in the last five years. 


Batavia Bilding New High School 


The people of Batavia who recently 
wisely united their schools, which 
were formerly divided into two dis- 
tricts, are bilding a new High School 
which promises to be one of the finest 
in Northern Illinois. The bilding is 
located on the west side of the river 
and on ground sufficiently high for the 
architect to take advantage of base- 
ment space which we understand will 
be one of the attractiv features. Supt. 
Bone is meeting with excellent sup- 
port in his work in Batavia. 





Supt. Ferguson Slightly Indisposed 


Supt. Ferguson of Rock Island gave 
his personal attention to a very suc- 
cessful county institute under circum- 
stances that were physically unusually 
trying. He had been suffering for some 
time with a severe attack of jaundis 
that had perceptibly depleted his usu- 
ally vigorous constitution. It was 
evident that the genial superintendent 
held himself to his post of duty by 
sheer force of will. His friends 
thruout the state will rejoice in his 
early return to his former state of 
perfect helth. 
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Supt. Robert C. Moore of 
Macoupin County 


Supt. Moore has recently sent us 
several circulars publisht in behalf of 
the school interests in his county, all 
of which contain facts and sugges- 
tions of much interest and value. In 
circular No. 25, which is a letter from 
the superintendent to the directors, 
Supt. Moore has the following to say 
on the ever present problem of teach- 
ers’ salaries: 

“This year two country schools in 
the north part ef the county are to 
pay their teachers $80.00 per month, 
one for seven months and one for 
eight months; and several are paying 
over $60.00 per month. This is a 
sign of progress. But there are sever- 
al districts that still set their salaries 
at $35.00 to $45.00 per month; and 
then they often complain that they 
don't get good teaching servis. The 
better paid teachers ane usually will- 
ing to attend school the better to pre- 
pare themselvs for their work. As an 
evidence of this, I will state that about 
two hundred teachers are attending 
the State Normal Schools this sum- 
mer. This will cost these teachers 
several thousand dollars and the chil- 
dren will get the benefit of the train- 
ing they are paying for.” . 

The rather remarkable fact in the 
above is the attendance of two hun- 
dred teachers at the various Normal 
schools. This speaks loudly of the 
professional spirit prevalent in Macou- 
pin County. The $80 paid to two 
country teachers is encouraging and 
somewhat commensurate with the re- 
sponsibilities assumed. What about a 
minimum wage law to spur the lag- 
gard boards that are content to pay 
the $35.00? 


Supt. H. A. Meyer of Bond Gounty 


Mr. Meyer is working in co-opera- 
tion with the Farmers’ Institute of 
Bond County to make the annual 
meeting of the latter a grand suc- 
cess. The meeting is to be held at 
Greenville October 22nd, 23rd and 
24th, 1913. A separate tent will be 
provided for the exhibition of school 
work. Liberal prizes have been of- 
ferd, and all in all it looks as tho Bond 
County is intending to reach the high 
water mark this year in the promotion 
of better farming and highet stan- 
dards of education. 








Educational Laws of State Wide 
Importance 


We believe the committees on reso- 
lutions in all the divisions of the state 
should and will embody in their reso- 
lutions to be presented at their respec- 
tiv sessions some favorable sentiments 
on the following topics. They are all 
of a general application and we be- 
lieve should in the near future become 
a part of our school law. Some are 
of immediate importance and have al- 
redy been accepted in compromise. 
Others have been initiated at previous 
sessions of the legislature and, if 
properly presented, will meet with 
success at the next session. Still oth- 
ers, while also of equal importance, 
will be compeld to run the gauntlet 
more than once bfore they become en- 
rold on our statute books. 

1.—Continue the campain for the 
restoration of the two mill tax, and 
then—(?) e 

2.—The enactment of a state-wide 
pension law for teachers. 

3.—The passage of a teacher’s min- 
imum wage law. 

4.—A school sanitation law. 


5.—A law providing for the substi-” 


tution of the township, county or in- 
dustrial community unit, for the pres- 
ent district system. 

6.—A law providing for the trans- 
portation of pupils to and from con- 
solidated schools at public expense. 

7.—The establishment of a system 
of schools providing for vocational 
training, the expense of maintaining 
the same to be borne in part by a state 
fund. 

8.—Encouraging the use of the pub- 
lie school as a social center. 





Kern Goes To California 


For many years, ©. J. Kern, County 
Superintendent of Schools of Winne- 
bago County, has had a national repu- 
tation as a superintendent of country 
schools, and especially along the line 
of country life and improvement. He 
has been in demand before State asso- 
ciations and school associations in al- 


most every state in the Union. It is’ 


no surprise, therefore, to those who 
know what a reputation he has made 
to learn that the University of Califor- 
nia has askt him to take charge of this 
kind of work in the University.—Press 
Bulletin. 
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More About Simplified Spelling 





The Committee on Simplified Spell- 
ing of the Illinois State Teachers’ As- 
sociation, its offis in Oak Park, is 
making efforts to get in touch with a 
few scholarly men or women who are 
interested in encouraging the use of 
simpler spelling and are desirous of 
devoting their servis for a year and 
maybe longer at a fair compensation 
in a quiet campain of explanation and 
persuasion in promotion of the move- 
ment within the North Central States, 
the field to which this committee is 
confining its systematic labor at pres- 
ent. 

It is felt that suitable persons for 
the work must mesure up in general 
attainment and personality to the av- 
erage of college professors or city 
school superintendents, must be fa- 
miliar in a general way with the his- 
tory of our spelling an@® with the ver- 
dict and arguments of the entire relm 
of philological scholars in favor of 
rectifying it, must have something of 
a record in meeting men of affairs 
and bringing things to pass, must have 
some ability on the platform and with 
the pen, and be willing to travel in 
developing acquaintance with the 
movement and interest in it on the 
part of publishers, editors, authors, 
large printeries, educators, school 
trustees, railroad insurance, mercan- 
tile, and industrial managers and 
other large advertisers, etc. 

Replies should include a few of the 
most pertinent facts in the individual’s 
record with a personal reference or 
two, and especially what salary would 
be expected and in what particular 
line of effort he would expect to prove 


most efficient in promoting the wider 
use of the few simplified spellings al- 
redy launcht. 
Address the committee as above. Its 
members are: 
*Dr. E. J. James 
President State University of Illinois. 
Urbana. 
*Dr. A. W. Harris 
Northwestern University 
Evanston. 

*Rev. William E. Barton 
Minister lst Cong. Church, Oak Park 
and Editor The Advance. 

*E. C. Rosseter 
Dist. Supt. Schools, Chicago. 
*Professor Nathaniel Butler 
University of Chicago. 

*Dr. William B. Owen 
President Teachers’ College, Chicago. 
*Rev. Samuel Fallows 
Reformd Episcopal 
Chicago. 

*Rev. R. A. White 
Minister People’s Church, Englewood, 
*Dr. W. A. Evans 
Editorial Staff Chicago Tribune. 
Dr. Thomas McClelland 
President Knox Collge, Galesburg. 
Dr. David Felmley 
Pres. State Normal University, Normal. 
Prof. C. L. Esbjorn 
Augustana College, Rock Island. 
R. E. Hieronymus 
Sec’y. State Educat. Commis., Eureka. 
Wm. Hawley Smith 
“Evolution of Dodd” 
Peoria. 

*E. O. Vaile, Chairman 
Oak Park, Illinois. 

*Executiv Sub-Committee. 


President 


Bishop Church 


Author etc., 


Wisconsin Planning More Efficient State Ass'n 


The President of the Wisconsin 
Teachers’ Association is to make his 
text for the annual address before that 
body—the question of reorganization 
along lines similar to that in Illinois. 
Other states are also looking toward 
the same end, and not long ago the 
inspector of high schools in Iowa ex- 
prest himself as very favorably im- 
prest with the method of organization 
adopted in our own state. 

There is little dout of the ultimate 
success of the Illinois State Teachers’ 





Association and its growth in influ- 
ence. Of course we have many prob- 
lems of a more or less serious nature 
to solv in bringing about a stronger 
coherence of widely varying geog- 
raphical, and hence industrial and so- 
cial, classes. But the optimistic re- 
ports combined with the evident se- 
rious interest of thousands of teachers 
gives ug every reason to look for an 
effectiv solution of all minor difficul- 
ties. 
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: Needless Worry 


Many of the teachers of the state 
have exprest themselvs in the presence 
of the writer as somewhat fearful that 
they would be required to take an ex- 
amination for the certificates of dif- 
ferent ranks when the new certificat- 
ing law became operativ. Some have 
even exprest themselvs in a moment 
of extreme impulsivness as redy to 
quit the teaching profession rather 
than submit to these more or less arbi- 
trary tests. We wish to say there is 
no need for worry on the part of the 
present teaching force of the state of 
lilinois, for the very reason that we 
must continue to use all of the pres- 
ent number engaged in the work, and 
hteir status in the matter of certifica- 
tion will be practically the same as it 
is now. 

In other words, the act provides for 
the exchange of all present certifi- 
cates for certificates of equal grade 
under the new law, and every one is 
cognizant of the fact that the present 
county certificates are renewable at 
the option of the county superintend- 
ent. They are also aware of the fact 
that these certificates are renewd in 
practically every county from year to 
year during the professional life of the 
holder who is giving satisfactory ser- 
vis. The county superintendent will 
be just as anxious to retain and main- 
tain his effectiv teaching force under 
the new regime as under the old. 
Hence he will be redily grant to all 
teachers of satisfactory experience 
certificates of equal grade to the ones 
they now hold. Those holding a sec- 
ond grade certificate will receive a sec- 
ond grade, those holding first grade 
certificates will receive a first grade, 
high school supervisory or a_ special 
certificate, according to the particular 
work that the present holder of the 
certificate is doing. The teachers in 
the state of Illinois now in activ ser- 
vis should promptly shelv the pre- 
valent “we should worry” and give 
themselvs over to their work with the 
same confidence that they have dis- 
playd in past years. These teachers 
will slip over to the new system of 
certification next July so unconsciously 
that they will never be aware that 
there has been any particular change 
in this part of our school laws. 





The legislature gave us an addition- 
al million for the state distributable 


fund, making it now $3,000,000 an- 
nually, a free high school tuition law, 
an up-to-date certificating law, an 
elastic rate of taxation for districts 
under boards of education, improved 
the provisions regarding the election 
of school offisers, pension laws for Chi- 
cago and Peoria, and added a State 
high-school inspector to the offis force 
of the state superintendent at a salary 
of $4000 a year. 

Among the bills that faild were 
those for vocational training, a min- 
imum wage of $300 per year, a state 
wide pension, any text book legisla- 
tion, and a sanitation bill regarding 
the physical conditions of the school 
plant with a penalty of forfiture of 
the district's share of the distribut- 
able fund if the requirements for a 
standard school are not complied with. 





Score one for the new State Asso- 
ciation. Mr. Blair calls the legislativ 
output for schools this year a “bumper 
crop.” This is almost wholly due to 
concerted action among the teaching 
forces and the more friendly attitude 
of the legislators themselvs. For 
years they have told us to get ‘ogether 
and they would give us what \e want- 
ed. They have partially made good 
on the assertion. 

The time for closer organization for 
work before this last session was very 
short but two years hence will 
find us all of one mind and behind our 
next legislativ program. The com- 
mittee has alredy begun work. lili- 
nois has started to the forefront on 
progressiv legislation. 


County Supt. D. F. Nickols 


Supt. D. F. Nickols of Logan County 
has sent us the September issue of the 
Logan County School Messenger, a 
monthly journal devoted tothe interests 
of the public schools of Logan County. 
It is an unusually well edited paperand 
the material it carries is of the most 
helpful kind. We know of no better 
way for a county superintendent to 
keep in close touch with school needs 
and to give to his teachers the “time of 
day” in the educational work than 
thru the medium of a monthly jour- 
nal devoted, and largely limited to the 
school activities of the county. Mr. 
Nickols is a live offiser in a position 
of highest usefulness. We wish con- 
tinued success to his journal and in 
fact to all other excellent plans he 
may have in operation. 
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Strong Points in New Certificating 
Law 


A study of the details of the new 
certificating law reveals the following 
great improvements over the present 
law: 

1.—It provides six kinds of county 
certificates which are secured at uni- 
form examinations upon uniform 
questions and uniform grading of ans- 
wers, which certificates are valid in 
any county in the state, upon the en- 
dorsement of the county superintend- 
ent. 

2.—These interchangeable county 
certificates are issued for three years 
and are renewable indefinitely. Gradu- 
ation from Normal schools, colleges 
and universities is accepted in lieu of 
an examination for these certificates. 

3.—It provides for four kinds of 
state certificates, elementary, high 
school and supervisory, good for four 
years, which limited certificates shall 
become life certificates when endorst 
by the Superintendent of Public In- 
struction. This is a great improve- 
ment over the present law relating 
to state certificates, which provides 
for life certificates only. 

4.—It gives the State Superintend- 
ent and county superintendent power 
to recognize and honor state and coun- 
ty certificates obtaind in other states 
under conditions similar to those in 
Illinois. This removes one of the 
worst features of the old law.—The 
Practical School Journal. 





Ohio Codification Commission 


In ®@hio the work of a “commission 
to codify and revise laws relating to 
children,” as authorized by the legis- 
lature of 1911, has just been embodied 
in a law cald the Children’s Code. The 
plan—originated by Judge Adams of 
the Cleveland Juvenile Court, favord by 
Governor Harmon and ably carried to 
completion by his appointed commis- 
sion—is worth imitation by other 
states, if for no better purpose than to 
make evident the stage of progress 
reacht in legislation for children. 


Among its mesures are included the 
Juvenile Court law with amendments, 
a Mothers’ Allowance Act, a provision 
for school medical inspection and the 
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compulsory education law, which re- 
quires boys from 8 to 15 and girls 
from 8 to 16 to attend school for the 
full term, boys under 16 not being 
allowd to work without a school certi- 
ficate showing that they have completed 
the 5th grade, and girls under 18 not 
being allowd to work without a certi- 
ficate that they have completed the 
7th grade.—From The Public, August 
1, 1913. 





Supreme Court Decision 


Great confusion has arisen in the 
township high school districts follow- 
ing the decision of the Supreme Court 
handed down June 18th, relating to 
the case which had come up from the 
Moline township high schoo! district. 
The Supreme Court held that the act 
of 1911, under which the Moline dis- 
trict was organized, was unconstitu- 
tional. Not until about the first of 
July did the decision of the court 
come to the attention of the Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction. It was 
then clear that about thirty-three 
township high schools organized un- 
der this act were in serious condition. 
Fortunately, most ofthesehad gone no 
farther than to organize and could, 
without any great loss, let the matter 
stand where it was and continue with 
their old school organization. In some 
instances, however, bonds had been 
issued, bildings started, and teachers 
employd. Here great confusion arose 
as to what should be done. It is be- 
lievd that in the presentation of the 
case to the Supreme Court, all of thé 
facts relating to the effect of such 
a decision were not presented. Steps 
have been taken to secure a rehearing 
of the case at the October term. It is 
doutful whether any decision of the 
Supreme Court on school matters 
handed down within the last ten years 
has caused more confusion than this 
one.—The Practical School Journal. 

The Northeastern Section of the Il- 
linois State Teachers’ Association will 
meet at Oak Park Friday and Satur- 
day, Nov. 7th and 8th. We regret to 
say that a program of this meeting 
was not in our hands in time for pub- 
lication in this issue or the bulletin, 
but it will appear in tie November 
issue. 
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